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« v „?E.TOWN, Feb. 11 — After 27 and 
a half years in prison, flelson Mandela 
finally won his freedom today and 
promptly urged his supporters at home 
aMabroad to increase their pressure 
agaihst the white minority- Government 
thatrhad just released him. 

■,“We have waited too long for our 
:-;l .f^dom,” Mr. Mandela told a cheering 
crowd from a balcony of Cape Town’s 
ioMCity Hall. “We can wait no longer,” 
is the time to intensify the 
struggle.on till fronts,” he said. “To. 

efforts now would be a mis- .. 
-' "tlp?which generations to come will not 
: /abieMorfforgive.” [Transcript of ad¬ 
dress, Page A10.T- 
fX;^ r . Telephone Talk With Bush 

in- Washington, President Bush re¬ 
joiced over the release of Mr. Mandela, 
spoke to him by telephone and invited 
the’hnti-apartheid leader to visit the 
White House. [Page A12.] 

Mandela’s 20-minute speech, 
-.which - he prepared before leaving 
prison today, constituted his first re¬ 
marks in public since before he was 
sentenced in June 1964 to life imprison¬ 
ment for conspiracy/to overthrow the 
Government and engage in sabotage. 

He asked ,the international com¬ 
munity not to-'Hft its sanctions against 
i South Africa, despite the recent 
- changes'introduced bv .Presiden t F._W. 
^g^Herk, which culminated in Mr ; , 

1 Manbelns release. 

^f j& Erect and Vigorous Bearing 
. "4 ;‘«to lift sanctions now would be to 
;nmthe risk of aborting the process to- 
•. ; ward ending apartheid,” he said. 

. l -F/Mr: Mandela’s voice sounded firm 
and his words as eloquently militant as 
when he defended violence as the ulti¬ 
mate recourse at his political trial in 
4l964,| Though he looked all of his 71 
.jy pgr s and was grayer than artists’ 

Trenditions over the years had depicted, 
■she walked out of Victor Verster prison 
■lerect and vigorous. 

/■More important, Mr. Mandela gave 
1 no evidence that his militant opposition 
! tO* apartheid had been tempered by 
-more than 10,000 days he spent in con¬ 
finement. But he also said nothing that 
.would have surprised the Government 
had he said it during his years of incar¬ 
ceration. Indeed, there appeared to be 
• nothing in Mr. Mandela’s initial re¬ 
-marks after his release to give the Gov- 

' emment much consolation or encour- 
-• ' agement. 

-. >1 Although he has been viewed as a 
potential leader for all South Africans, 
he stressed time and again that his loy¬ 
alty lay with the African National Con- 
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South Afro’s New Era: One Man’^Val k to Freedom 
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r f|Afanc/e/a, Freed, Urges Rise 
In Pressure on White Rule 


‘Mr, ■ ■ y 

Ijfej ' ^Continued From Page A1 

fwy yy -—— 

i&jjS 1 ’®??, for which he was working urider- 
'ground, when he was arrested and. 
|;|j0ailed.in August 1962. 

Mr. Mandpla tnld • 


-wyt Mr. Mandela told a ; crowd that he re-' 
m§F ain^d a “loyal ahd' disciplined mem 


|?ber” "of the. 


use oi -armea struggle>agaii 

‘I^^vhite minority Cwernment.^;^ . 

He said he saluted the^congress’s 
Itnilitary wing, $pean.offthe Nation, and 
|its. ally, the SouthT fifrican_Communist 
iiESEty,‘‘for its^steady contribution-jo' 
tthe struggle for democracy ' 
y But he also thanked the£B.lacklsash 


■ f^l^organization of whitewomen worF 
f^V^ingto end apartheid*- 




^he. held out an olive branch to all 
' 'Ifc'/Svhites, asking them to join in shaping a 
->^;r.new South Africa. 

! ;|ii‘ '“The freedom movement is a politi- 
I j||cal home for you, too,” he said. 

his first speech after his release, 
If^Mr-Mandela may have taken an ortho- 
. * line with a mass audience sympa- 
■ s ?J§thetic to the African National Congress 
S*;|and might in private discussions ex- 
jh hibit greater flexibility on;the question 
£& of discussions that the Government 

te- _i. 
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‘Power!* 
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‘It Is Ours! 
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J^.At the start of his speech in 
€ape Town yesterday, Nklson 
\ -Mandela led the crowd in a 
y^ont that has become a regu- 
tor feature of anti-apartheid 
ilgatherings in South Africa.'He 
. -.led the chant in his native ihn- 
* eguage, Xhosa, each time re- 
■*> receiving a response in Xhosa 
•;tifrom the crowd. Here is how 
?-;the exchange went: 
sifj. 15 

f1 /Mandela: Amandia l\ 

- s ‘ (Power!) pronounced ah-'' 

' • MAHN-dlha. \ 

- f- Crowd: Ngawethu! (It isV. 
.T ours!) pronounced ntsa-WEH- \ 
'too. \ 

Mandela: Amandia! \ 

' •'/Crowd: Ngawethu! < 

•" 'Mandela: i-Afrika! (Africa!) \ 
^pronounced ee-AH-free-ka. 1 
IS y Crowd: Mayibuye! (Let it 
• come back!) pronounced mah- 
’yee-BOO-yeh. 

-/.•'Mandela: Mayibuye! 

Crowd: i-Afrika! 


wants to have with blacks, who are 28 
million of the population, compared 
with the 5 million whites of the ruling 
minority. 

He said he' was only making some 
preliminary comments following his 
release, and would have more to say 
‘‘after I have had the opportunity to 
consult with my comrades.” By this he 
I'meant the leaders of the African Na¬ 
tional Congress now in exile in Zambia 
as well as colleagues still based in 
South Africa. ... ... 

But'he appeared to discourage any 
leading role for himself, gqch as the 
Government has in- mind, saVihg, “A 
leader of. pie,movement is-V- person 
iwho has bedn democratically elected at 
a national conference.” 

'j |'C: De Klerk Seeks Talks 

. President de Klerk has invited black 
leaders to join talks leading to the for¬ 
mulation of a new constitution that 
would let black South Africans take 
part at last in their nation’s politics. 

Mr. Mandela acknowledged to the 
crowd that he had conducted a dialogue 
with the Government during his last 
years in prison. But he added: “My 
talks with the Government have been 
aimed at normalizing the. political 
situation in the country.. We have not 
yet begun discussing the basic de¬ 
mands of our struggle.” 

“I wish to stress that I myself have 
at no time entered into negotiations 
about the future of our country, except 
to insist on a meeting between the 
A.N,C. and the Government,” he said. 

He described Mr. de Klerk, whom he 
has met twice since December, as “a 
man of integrity.” 

“Mr. de Klerk has gone further than 
any other Nationalist President in tak¬ 
ing real steps to normalize the situa¬ 
tion,”- Mr. Mandela said. / 

Still a ‘Harsh Reality’ 

- “But as an organization we base our 
policy and strategy/and tactics on the 
harsh reality we/are faced with,” he 
said.' “And this-reality is that we are 
still suffering-under the policies of the 
Nationalist Government.” 

Jhe-National Party which Mr. de 
Klerk,now leads, instituted apartheid 
afteptaking power in 1948. 

Mr. Mandela said the Government 
had to take further steps before negoti¬ 
ations could begin. 

As a prerequisite for negotiations, he 
reiterated two demands that he had 
conveyed from prison by recent visi¬ 
tors. They are the lifting of the state of 
emergency, which was imposed in 
June 1986, and the release of all politi-1 
cal prisoners, including those accused 
of crimes committed in the struggle 
against apartheid. 

“Only such a normalized situation 
which allows for free political activity 
can allow us to consult our people in or¬ 
der to obtain a mandate,” Mr. Mandela 
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He', said the people had to be con- 
ulted about who would represent them - 
i talks with the Government. - ir' 

Democratic Election Urged. t 

* -1 . iJV.x? 

“Negotiations cannot take place’ 

.oo've the heads or behind the backs of ’ 
ur people,” he said. “It is our belief 
nat the future of our country can only 
e ‘determined by a body which, is ■ 
emocratically elected on.a..nonracial , 
asfe’f. * ' r 1 l 

Mr. Mandela appeared ttf'allude tO'k-, 
irmula under which a constituenPas-f v 
■mbly, in effect supplanting the exist- 
ig Parliament, would draft a new con- 
.ltutkm. Such a plan would mean the’ 
reation of an interim govemment'in 
outh Africa and has previously been 
•jected by Mr. de Klerk for the fore-! 

eeablefuture. • ’ Jttwlm • •- f. , TteNwYoricpmes/FetUZ,^ 

Mr.. Mandela walked'tjuf/bf Victor 1 AjewhoiSs after hid release 

erster Prison near PaarHaf4:15P.M“ .victor vir^ter Prison outside 

■cal time !(9:15 A.M. Eastern time), 5 , i?"’ °, e 

hich was 75’minutes later than the re- “ aar ‘> Nelson Mandela spoke on 
ease time announced Saturday after- the steps of Cape Town City Hall. 
Jon by-Mr. de Klerk. Acquaintances of 

•ie Mandela family said his departure ’’ • ‘ ‘ " 

om the prison was delayed’by family rican National Congress, .from which 
:scussions.- j W-.J- ' ' • Mr. de Klerk removed, a’ banning re- 

He was greeted by about 5,000'-sup- striction onFebfl'’ 

•irters lining thd asphalt road outside 'Mr. Mandela.’ was. then ^driven 40 
•ie prison farm where he has been'held miles from Paairl to Cape Town, pass- 
.nee December 1988. Some waved the ing several hundred people who had 
•lack, greenand yellow flags oFthe Af- parked Ay;the,.,T «^.d4ide..gr^an e d^i(tf>. 


■ . v 

overpasses in hope of seeing him. They 
held homemade signs, some of which 
read simply, “Welcome home.” 

■ A huge crowd, which organizers said 
: reached..250,000 people, assembled in 
the square in front of the. old City Hall 
in Cape Town to greet Mr. Mandela. 
Reporters covering the rally put the 
crowd’s size at only,50,060 people at its 
’peak,,-.They,^became-impatient and 
sometimes-unruly,, waiting- up to six 
hoursin the hobsun and.haddwindled 
to 'abput..'2p,060jby;iunsd|,„"when- Mr. 
MEmde^fmally .appearejloiiw; ■■ 
-.••hgqtBlacks a Minority in Area 
.ln ,r the T950’s‘.it was' ‘ Government 
policy-to prevent blacks from settling 
in the Western Cape, so they,are not in 
the clear majority - in Cape Town, 
where Mr. Mandela wqs released. Peo- 
-pie of miked.race’,-known a’s-coloreds, 
are the largest population group ir- 
Cape Town, where whites also outnum¬ 
ber blacks.' 1 '' r r* 

Blacjts, who -account for nearly 75 
percent of the population in the country 
as a whole, are in the overwhelming 
majority in the Johannesburg region, 
where Mr. Mandela can. expect big 
rndst tumultuous welcome. ... 

•'The rally organizers said Mr. Man- 
del^i .was field.up by traffic-jams 
created by liis well-wishers and subse ¬ 
quently by overcrowding at the rally. 
account, jMr..Mandela's convoy 


v-vHC . 

took a wrong turn and ended up stuck 
in the crowd. 1 & 

The otherwise festive occasion was 
also marred by violence after some 
youths who had been drinking on the 
fringes of the rally started breaking 
windows and looting shops in down¬ 
town Cape Town. . feiSbJ 

The police tried to disperse them by 
firing shotguns and tear gas, and some 
of the‘youths retaliated by throwing 
bottles and stones. At one jxjJnt: 
drunken protesters invaded a Chinese 
restaurant, snatched up the liquor and 
wine and threw bottles at the police 
from the rooftop. One man in the crowd 
was also injured in a knife fight vsjf.r 

Two Reported Killed ^ 
The South African Press Associatiqji 
reported tonight that 2 people had-been 
killed and 13 wounded in the confrontae 
tions. A physician treating > ’casualties . 
on the scene estimated that 100 people 
had been wounded^mostly by buckshot 
Most suffered .jmly^fight injuries,- in¬ 
cluding three^fougnalists covering the 

^ChenT^^ret^^spokeswomanfpriv 
the CTiu etTPemocratic. Front. which-_ 
heipeariorganize tne rally, attributed 
the yiblence to outsiders who, she said, 
were “beyond our usual crowds, orvyho 
supported the rival Pan-Africanist 
Movement.’” .. .p.&sr : 

At times, some supporters at.The 
rally had to scramble for cover aS/the^ 
police chased or fired at looters-apd 
stone-throwers. Th i^ReVAllan. Boesald-, 
a prominent figure-'m the anU-apaptri 
heid movement, pfeaded fownore.than 
45 minutes witjrthe crowd>fo maintain 
discipline andmnove back. - ,,J<- 

JJullah Omatu a lawyer representing 
the Mandela family, said Mr. Mandela 
had been/unaware of the violence. ■ 

This evening, Mr. Mandela failed to 
appear at a news conference arranged 
by the reception committee that is han¬ 
dling his schedule. A representative’ 
said Mr. Mandela would meet the press 
later this week in Johannesburg. ^... 

Due in Johannesburg Today,’ 

Mr. Mandela and his wife, Winnie,§ 
are expected to fly to Johannesburg on? 
Monday and proceed to their home;in, 
the black township of Soweto. ■ >;{!■ Ts ' & 
One of the organizers, J^d<UVIocozojf- 
mg, said security consiae'r'aii'ons pre-C 
'eluded him from revealing'Svhere the 
Mandeias were spendingytheir ’first 
night. 

Mr. mandela also paid tribufe'to his 
wife, who has lived apart from him-fot 
more than 27 yers, and their children. 
“I am convinced that your pain and 
- suffering was far greater than -ray 
own,” he told them. . -IV 

Mrs. Mandela was severely'criti¬ 
cized by other supporters of Mr. Man¬ 
dela a year ago for condoning violent 
behavior by her bodyguards that ap¬ 
parently led to the alleged murderof a 
14-year old boy. A trial involving at 
least one of the guards is expeccted to . 
start this month. 
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By JOHN F.tfURNS .<= 

'Ify Special to The New York Times 

tf^PAARL, South^Africa, Feb. 11 — 
l|Pien Nelson Mandela made his walk 
U^ JreedomTtoday, he did it, with, the 
flame, simplicity and command of occa- 
t' that-made him a leader among 
i |wl|io t ns'of 1 '!S<juth African blacks'when 
<mis?i rhpri^jnment began more.,than 
JkiHtodaysJago. 1 , 

|L\t 4jl4 P.M. on a sun-warmed day — 
jzi years, sue months and one week 
Sager his arrest on Aug. 5,1962 — Mr. 
SfSndela stepped' from the car that 
drove him to the last guard post at the 
Victor Verster prison. 

Ifrom there/; smiling gently, he 
passed under a raised barrier and 

f iled his right hand quickly out from 
body in greeting. He then raised his 
frigfit’arm several times in the bolder; 
Jdack nationalist salute, his left hand 
■holding the haiid of his wife, Winnie, 


and walked to the point where the 
prison, entrance road abuts the high¬ 
way running through the undulating 
wine country of the Western Cape. 

...It-. I. * • 

~'-. r ‘No Easy Walk to Freedom? * 

; 5 It waslanwalk' of perhaps 70 yards. 


;%pi<£$Je'ast gone Alt could be heard 
i by inihec^owd oft^OOO blacks and 
whites’cMnting'his name.' feut to those 
who have come to know Mr. Mandela in 
the only way that was possible under 
the total ban that the South African 
Government threw around the black 
leader in prison — through his 
speeches and writings of a generation 
ago — there was no mistaking the sym¬ 
bolism involved in beginning his life 
outside jail on foot. _ 

•^About the time in 1961 whenTresl- 
dent John F. Kennedy was spending his 

first summer in the White House# Mr. 

»r- 


> Mandela, then about the same age as 
IMr. Kennedy, used a phrase that be- 
: came the title of a book of Mr. Mande- 
via’s speeches and writings. The book' 
'has been passed hand to hand in dog¬ 
-eared copies among South Africans, 
-who w&re forbidden until today'under- 
^censorship laws and statutes govern-' 
'unpolitical prisoners, to own any book 
by or about the black leader. There; 
was, ,Mr. Mandela said, “no easy walk 
:to freedom” for South African blacks 
after Hyee centuries of white domina¬ 
tion andfepression. 

Dignified and Resolute 

V 1 

The Nelson Mandela who made his , 
own walk to freedom today, after more ] 
than 22 years in the fortress prison on j 
Robben Island, in the gale-swept mouth . 
of Cape Town harbor, and five more! 
years in a series of other prisons, end¬ 
ing at Victor Verster, had hair that had 
turned to grey and looked at least 30 
pounds lighter than he was when, at the 
weight of the heavyweight boxer he 
had been in his youth, he made his last 
public appearance. That was in June j 
1964, when Mr. Mandela stood in the 
dock at the Rivonia Trial in Johannes¬ 
burg and acknowledged that he was 

Continued on Page A9, Column 1 j 
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•-^guilty as charged of sabotage and at- 
t#*' tempting to overthrow the Govem- 
e":£ nient. 

But in other respects, the 71-year-old 
black leader, who emerged from prison 
*?•] today to the ecstatic salute of millions 
, / of his fellow countrymen and of much 
* 5 .: ; of the world seemed unchanged from 
i’J. .the man whose closing address in his 
i i 1 '!’ own defense in 1964 ha? become one of 
|;V- the central documents in the South Af- 
,|t rican struggle. . 

i " ? : " ( As always before, he was erect and 
'dignified,, immaculately dressed in a 
s' • da^c-grey suit tailored for him in Cape 
- ToWn during his closing weeks in ! 
prison. And above all, he was resolute 
—‘resolute in his opposition to any ac- 
i commodation with apartheid, and just 
as resolute in his insistence that blacks 
si in South Africa have always preferred 
||a peaceful settlement with whites to 
I one rooted in violence. 

P'v^o black man in South Africa has, 
|,,;had,as widean audience as Mr. Man-i 
j^defa had tonight when he stepped to the 
1 ^microphone on the steps of Cape 
' Town’s Victorian City Hall, watched 
live by tens of millions of television 
viewers in countries including the 
United States, Australia and Japan,, 

' and; in a delayed but uncensored! 
broadcast, on South Africa’s Govern- I 
, , ‘ ment-owned television service. It was | 
‘' ' ari occasion Mr. Mandela used to the 
full, beginning, in a strong, unquaver- i 
tag voice, with the first word he had ut- 
tered in public — “Amandla!” mean- 
; ■ tag power in the Xhosa language, the 

| ‘rallying cry of the black resistance — 

{‘,« since the speech at his trial. 

] jr, ' - t ^ Need for Armed Struggle 
i To anybody who wondered whether 
? ■ Mr. Mandela had compromised during 

il his three years of secret talks with the 
S *‘ Government, the black leader gave a 
blunt answer. As in 1964, he offered no 
Hi'.compromise on the principle of ma- 
| Jif 'jority rule, calling for the creation of 
IS • "a democratic, nonracial and unitary 
tpty South Africa.” 

„ perhaps most jarring to many 
^.whites, he said that “the factors which 






Using the pHrase-he cotaed’jast year, 
when he met with the former. Presi¬ 
dent, ,fcw. Bnpja- v ahd ^ate'riwith^er 


yi ■ i ■'it -v '.-at'i'Gu 

i uphill struggle that lies ahead,of blacks 
ta the,contest to wrest power, i%. rj », 
Etfr. three hours, police officers along 
Darling Street, ta front of City Hall; and 
across themazeof. streets and. path-; 
ways arourid“the Grandf .Parade that; 


^necessitated” 


African National, 


•i'/v^ongress’s resort to guerrilla attacks 


• • • ; --j,m-1961, under his own leadership, “Still 

exist today,” so that the congress had 
| x y;'U"ri 6 option but to continue.” 

|SfXyHe also demanded what he called “a 
Ay-mndamental restructuring” of the 
H" ." 'economy, a phrase many whites will 
."wf take to signal an intention to national- 
'- ize mines, banks and major industries. 
m^But along with those strictures, Mr. 

j-'^Mandela showed the same strong 
-^.preference for a peaceful solution, the 

• $same appreciation for whites who are 
%‘u prepared to join blacks in dismantling 

• apartheid, and the same confidence 


ment” would,,allow the .AfricaivNa - 
tional Congress to. abandon, its. armed 
stniggie. HeTrdIferred'tb'J^;“de.Klerk, 
who watched the televisecl^eplay'of the- 
speech at the presidential mansion half, 
a mile fromCity.Hall, ashman bfjtar] 
tegrity,” ahqjfieadded^VOur'march.tp' 
freedom isJPversible^|lv^i : # 
But as Mr. ; Mandela Iqbkjsdiput at thfr- 
crowd of 50,000 people (jjr&f ipnt";of the.- 
City Hall, a.;few. ; blocks. fr.Qm>Mr., de- 
Klerk’s office, and in theltwftand a half - 
hours he. spent conferring..taside the. 
building with black leaders' who ac-/j 
companied'him on'the Wmile'motot-, 
cade from the prison,' he'.was'' con-' 
fronted with dismaying evidence^of the : 


youths, including att’least, three,.’who 
wereshot dead by the'police witlicshot- 
guns^ fgr 

What prompted mostolthe police ac- 
tioni-^not all of it,'W«iegang^;ofcblack 
youths smashing windows gf^srs and 
shopspand looting c!othtag*tbys,%hd al¬ 
cohol, |an action that.was^followed to 
manyfcases by tKeJtossing;qf ftilTor, 
hall-full botties':p!i^e;; : §uriS^.arid 
beer pff rooftops toward 1 ranks bf. po- 
libemoi. C; ■ 

i;S^W ear Gas trod Xmbui^es 
. ^Butthe result was that Mr. Mandela, 
and'ttie worldwide televisiomaudien'ce, 
were;«cposed to the sounds th’at-have 
made£South Africa’s image, in. .the 

• 4JW **» - 
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Mandela’s 
bervl Cai 

-^scho ol , teacher who 
ritTManflela-farnT 


schedul^F release, when 
■33 -vearjQld hie h- 
nKbatomal "' 


•tigfflsnu’ -t r . - ■> .1 

world.for 40 years — the crack of-tearr 
gas.c^nisters being fired, the blast of 
Shotguns, arid the whine of ambulance 
sirens'; some of it during the black lead-, 
ei^p25-minute speech, -4 

5|Hpw Mr. ,Mandela reacted to any of 
thatwas unknown, since the black lead- 
er% f ardes-canceled a hews conference; 
ttaVwas to have ended his day*But ope r 
remark he'inade, £fi.rippdal at.the.end' 
'of hlsfspeech for all attending the /ally 
t&Usperse without doing anything that : 
“will lead others to say that we can’t 
control our own people,’’’suggested his 
ctfagrihr 1 .^" i 

f»iEarlier?iaides sugg&fed?that3]bfeihg 
“iddenly confrontedy^ithrealitiesoutr’i, 
_.|gprisdiMlght be t$^gfo£,thetuiK$ 
apartheid-leader. although hehasbeian- 
moved be^een piiscms,’and:^b^;tlie 
Ip/isbns to hospitals,'*arid‘ in andfcout of 
€dpe-Towri' r fdr his meetings wfth’Mr,. 
de Klerk and'Mr^Botha, most ot.hisji 
txips over the years have been at night v 
jjS he aides’-suggestion came atithe', 
prtson during a; 75-minute delay in:Mr. 

SjTi • -t- 


_ _ aid that Mr. Man-! 

e 1 ahaojcom'pletea the signing of offi- 
^(^tal documents related to his release' 
.earlier in the day but needed an extra 
hour at a bungalow inside the prison 
grounds with his wife, two daughters 
' and old friends from his Robben Island 
’days before emerging into what Ms. 
-’Carolus called “a situation that is 
‘going to be quite perplexing at the per¬ 
sonal level.” 

"if# Whites and Blacks Line Route 
.;£with many South Africans, whites as 
well as blacks, inclined in recent weeks 
j.jto.see Mr. Mandela as a colossus who 
.^can somehow resolve the nation’s polit¬ 
ical problems, it was a reminder that 
' what lies ahead would be daunting for 
any man, let alone one who has spent! 
..more than a quarter of a century’ 
largely cut off from the world. 

. ^Something of that may have been on 
Mr. Mandela’s mind when he referred 
-. - v in.\Cape Town.tP his “long and lonely 
.. .years,in prison,.’-'when hesaid that “noi 
: 'individual leader” can dismantle i 
apartheid, and when he insisted that' 
there could be “no exception” to the) 
rule that political leaders must be le-' 
gitimized by elections among their fol¬ 
lowers. 

aStillj much of what the black leader 
did see in his first hours of freedom 
may-.have encouraged him. Every¬ 
where — outside the prison, along the 
.route, into Cape Town, at the rally — 
there were large numbers of whites 
among the blacks, far more proportion- 
"ally than he would have seen during his 
-days' as a lawyer in Johannesburg in 
thel950’s. 

stKThe road into Cape Town, through 
’Countryside alive with pink and red 
bougainvillea, and bordered by the 
glorious vista of the Franschoek moun¬ 
tains, would have been a particularly 
striking experience, with thousands of 
whites, many of them in family groups, 
waving, cheering, and holding aloft 
hand-lettered signs of support like 
“Welcome Home, Mandela!” from the 
roofs of their cars, from overpasses 
andfrom picnic tables. 

Hardships in Prison 
Some moments on the trip seem sure, 
to'have been emotionally charged. As- 
six white motorcycle policemen led the j 
Mandela motorcade into Cape Town’s 
suburbs, the travelers had their first 
gliiripse of the Atlantic Ocean. There, 
.bathed in the sunshine of the late after¬ 
noon was Robben Island, the former 
-leper colony five miles off shore where 
t M r - f Mandeia was taken first after a 
trial in 1962, and then held for 21 years, 
after his life sentence in 1964. 
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.An IJp.wavermgJDp^pnent 


;,i»p?.-.)*By ROBERT D. McFADDEN 
. "Tfv-The hair has gone gray and the box- 
| er’s shoulders are shells under the 
awkward jacket now. The booming 

1 voice that had roared for justice in 
the 1960’s became a gentle echo in his 
lonely cell long ago. But amid the 
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many perils of South Af¬ 
rica’s future, one thing 
seemed clear yesterday: 
the years of imprison- ■ jwx 

* Mai. 1 >' 8 F 
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ment had not broken Nel¬ 
son R. Mandela, 
from Victor Verster 
Prison near Cape Town, the 71-year- 
joid black nationalist leader — who 
’•'I had not been seen or heard publicly 
] for almost 26 years — raised his fist 
rtf jf-in a triumphant salute and spoke to a 
sea of cheering followers of their dig- 
:nity and his dreams of “peace, 
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newMtfonwi^outapartheid. 3 , Vi Nel^W^mltobbeii^prison in 19M left, and*t£|&te- 


Pictorial Parade 


/f Reuters 


■ : v' : 4t'Afte"face was like P parchment'and 1 ■ 1 5^^^^ f ^^j. ct °r-Yerster prison in P^rl.SoutH'^ric^;,-' 
■’v.lJ the-voice was strained, but the bas- -- ■■r'.i'.v 1 - ' . —^— - t/- -:——- ‘ 


thg'voice was strained, but the pas _ 
.’ision was still there: power seemed tol 


// 


radiate from the lean old figure. And ! 


A\';J anyone could see that the years 
r £j prison had ravaged oniy the body, \ 


see that the years of' 
not 

) the: spirit — had, if anything, solidi- 
I fied his resolve and raised his stature 
'i as the embodiment of black libera- 
i tion. 

' : Indeed, as with Gandhi, Andrei D. 

Sakharov and other prisoners of con- 
k science, confinement had served only 
:vVi| to,-.burnish his legend and preserve 
JVfi jf the,-flame of rebellion, until the si- 
t>',-) : -|lenced renegade came at last to 
* tower over his oppressors. 


A,lawyer and leader of’the out- 
na*’, lawed AfricanNaLionaLCongy ss who 
H?" * had 1 gone underground and launched 
guerrilla warfare against Pretoria, 
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Mr. 
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^Possibly the Last Hope for’Peace 
'i ”, They offered in recenCyears to re- 


:<i 


j lease him for a promise of nonvio¬ 
lence, but he refused, saying his free- 
1 dom and that,of his people were in- 
separable. ^And finally, . President, 
F: W. de Klerk had to make' conces- 


he.was arrested in 1962 and convicted 
of sabotage and treason in a 1964 trial 
for trying to overthrow-white rule, a 
charge he conceded, before sentenc¬ 
ing in his last and most famous affir- 

• mation of principle. 

, '.‘A time comes in the life of any na¬ 
tion,” he declared on April 20,1964, 

• “where there remains only two 

• choices — submit or fight. That time 

' has now come to South Africa. We a 
shall not submit and we have no' 
choice but to hit back by all the 
means in our power in defense of our 
people, our future, our freedom. 

Sentenced to Life in Prison 



' sions to'him terming his release, for 
”j the man once regarded by white. 
: Soufh Africans as a threat to every- 
. •••thing they prized had become the 
- " best, perhaps the last, hope of peace- 
, v ' ful reconciliation. 

.' *;. Outside City Hall in Cape Town, a 
. fraction of the millions who believe he 
’ should be president and have viewed 
his release with expectations border¬ 
ing on the messianic, Mr. Mandela 
‘ ” told the crowd that the struggle for- 
A which he went to prison will continue, 
4 but he expressed hope for “a climate 
’ conducive to a negotiated settle¬ 
ment.” 
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“During my lifetime, I have dedi¬ 
cated myself to this struggle of the 
African people. I have cherished the 
ideal of a democratic and free society' 
in. which all persons live together in 
harmony with equal opportunities. It 
J is an ideal which I hope to live for and 
achieve, but if need be, an ideal for 
' which I am prepared to die.” 

Sentenced to life in prison, Mr. 

Mandela became South Africa’s, and 
eventually the world’s, most notable 
political prisoner, officially a nonper¬ 
son whose views could not be publicly 
,discussed and whose photograph 
could not be published, 
j -For 18 years, he was kept at the 
-prison fortress at Robben Island, 

I where he endured substandard food, 

. deprivation of reading material and 
rii-j .bard labor that included breaking 
Znft ? rocks in a lime quarry. 

w 1 ,,In 1982, !je was transferred to Poll¬ 
'S smoor Prison near Cape Town. There 
, he shared a cell with other prisoners, 
was allowed to cultivate a small 
i vegetable garden and'to study for. an 
■j advanced law degree,' which he re- 
Uceived last year. Eventually at Poll- 
) smoor, he began receiving uncen- 
{sored newspapers and letters. 

| His communications with his wife, ' 

Winnie, and children were limited to. 1 
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l-minute visits and one 500-word 
a month. On May 12, 1984, he 




t 

le] _ ... __ j ^ 

aiiSWis wife, who was herself jailed or 
Banished through much of his con- 
. fjnement, were allowed to embrace 
' for,the first time in 20 years. 

for; many ’years, it .was Winnie 

• •Mandela who kept his message alive, 
.pugshe was repudiated last year by 
heading anti-apartheid leaders who 
accused her of complicity in the ab¬ 
duction and fatal assault of a. youth 
and of allowing her bodyguards to 
wage a reign of terror in the black 

ytbwhship of Soweto. ‘ 

fhcAh' international campaigri to free 
-lifin. began in the 1980’s and culmi¬ 
nated in a call for his release by the 
United Nations Security Council. 
.Around the world, streets and 
squares were named for him. Peace 
prizes arid honorary degrees were 
awSVded to him. A pop song, “Free 
N’dlSon Mandela,” became a hit, and 
“Sarafina,” a musical about and his 
.nauon’s racial struggle, appeared on 
-.Broadway. 

.£*3^1985, President P. W. Botha of- 
■ ifered to free him if he renounced vio- 
'Jerfce, but he refused to do so until the 

* ‘- y ■ • . . 5 . 


riage, Mr. Ma^Ba renounced his he 
reditary leadeWnip of the tribe and 
went to Johannesburg, where he 
worked as a police officer at a gold 
mine, as a law clerk and in a real es¬ 
tate agency run by Walter Sisulu, who 
was later imprisoned with him. 

, Mr. Mandela, who is 6 feet 2 and 
once, weighed 245 pounds, boxed as a 
' heavyweight for a time. He also stud- ( 
ied law by correspondence at the pre- ■ 
dominantly white University of Wit- 
Watersrand, and obtained his law de¬ 
gree from the University of South Af¬ 
rica in 1942. 

•Two years-later, with Mr. Tambp- 
and Mr. Sisulu, he formed theJ^iuth.J 
JLeague«a Lthe-Afjucan_Nationafco n-' 
-gtess. which had been founded in 19"fi~' 
tofigfit for black political rights. The 
Youth League eventually came to 
dominate the congress. 

In the 194Q’s, Mr. Mandela married 
a nurse, Evelyn Nomathamsanga, 
with whom he had three children. She 
helped finance his studies, but disap¬ 
proved strongly of his growing in¬ 
volvement in the black rights move¬ 
ment andlthe marriage ended in di¬ 
vorce in 1957* ‘ . 

After the* National. Party came to 
power in South Africa in 1948 with the 
program of racial separation known 
as apartheid, Mr. Mandela led a dec- 
adelong campaign of civil disobedi- 
' ence that included strikes and other 
protests and resulted in thousands of 
arrests and more than a dozen 
deaths. 
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pyiany see 
Mandela as the 


•last hope for 
peaceful change. 


Government granted blacks full polit¬ 
ical! rights an( j took the intitiative to 
dismantle apartheid, South Africa’s 
pervasive system of segregation and 
white preference. 

‘■•While his health for'years was 
good, Mr. Mandela underwent pros¬ 
tate surgery in 1985. And after he con¬ 
tracted tuberculosis and nearly died 
in;l988, he was moved to a comfort¬ 
able 1 bungalow at the Victor Verster 
prison farm at Paarl, near Cape 
"Town. There he was allowed Unre¬ 
stricted family visits, strolls on the 
-. .grounds and access to television. 
j In,'the past year, Mr. Mandela met 
•with 1 top Government officials and 
issued statements saying he wanted 
to work for peace. In July, he met 
. President Botha, but said later that 
nothing had changed. In August, Mr. 
det'Klerk replaced Mr. Botha and 
later-released five of Mr. Mandela’s 
comrades and three other anti-apart¬ 
heid leaders. 

p-Amid reports that the prisoner 
would- soon be freed, Mr. de Klerk 
mef /Mr, Mandela in December. On 
Feb. 2, the President legalized the Af¬ 
rican - National Congress and 60 other 
. banned organizations, clearing the 
wayh.for Mr. Mandela’s release. 
Though apartheid and security laws 
remained in place, he said he was ac¬ 
cepting freedom to work for peace, 
'■^.elson—Rolihlabli 
jrtwnri on July 19, 19 
VTranskei territory of the Eastern 
ICape, where his father was the chief 
1 ofthe Xhosa-soeakinaJEembu-tribe^ i 
Tdnerria"a"'a' L relatively privileged up¬ 
bringing, attended Methodist schools 
and> was admitted to the black Uni¬ 
versity of Fort Hare in 1938. But he 
was expelled in 1940 for leading a stu¬ 
dent strike with a fellow student, Oli¬ 
ver Tambo, who was to become a life- 



Charged With T reason 


Mr.- Mandela and Mr. Tambo 
formed South Africa’s first black law 
partnership in Johannesburg in 1952. 
Soon after, they were charged under 
the Suppression of Communism Act 
for roles in the civil disobedience 
campaign. Mr. Mandela, who said he 
was a nationalist, not a Communist, 
received the first of many banning or¬ 
ders restricting his activities. 

Spurred by a vision of an egalitar¬ 
ian South Africa, Mr. Mandela and 
other black leaders in 1955 adopted a 
charter calling for a nonracial state, 
a division of land among those who 
worked it and other policies that be¬ 
came the credo of the African Na¬ 
tional Congress. Mr. Mandela and 155 
others were charged with treason in 
1956 for backing the charter. 

While on trial the next year, he' 
married' Winnie NomzamoJVl a riizcke^ 
Ja.w ith wnom ne later hadTwo' daugh¬ 
ters. He helped conduct.the defense at 
the trial, which ended'in 1960 with ac¬ 
quittals for all. He immediately went 
underground, fearing he would be 
rearrested.... 


Since his arrest on Aug. 5,1962 — 27 
years and six monthsago — Mr. Man¬ 
dela had not been free until yester¬ 
day. In July 1963, while he was in 
prison, the police found the under¬ 
ground headquarters of the African- 
National Congress on a farm near Jo-.- 
hannesburg and seized documents ' 
outlining plans for a guerrilla cam-'-: 
paign, including Mr. Mandela’s diary. •' 
He and seven co-defendants were ' 
ried for high treason, found guilty ’ 
and sentenced to life in prison. 

“I do not deny that. I planned sabo¬ 
tage;’’ he said in his statement from 
the dock. “I did not plan it in a spirit 
of recklessness, nor because I have 
any love of violence. I planned it as a 
result of a calm and sober assess¬ 
ment of the political situation that 
had arisen after years of tyranny, ex- 
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OOtlook Is More Optimistic 

: ^n Black Political Rights 

V?. _ v" 

jjfe By CHRISTOPHERS. WREN 

jjSjjsctal to The New York Times 

^IqHANNESBURG, Feb. 12 — Nelson > 
■(tf aridela-Dr edicted today that negotia- 
tionsvmT a new constitution extending 
f&jiticaV rights^fo blacks could get 
ujuieT way>soon despite his unresolved 
differences with President F. W. de 

^Mr. Mandela reiterated his demand, 
first made in prison, that the Govern¬ 
ment create a political climate for ne¬ 
gotiations by completely lifting the na¬ 
tional state of emergency and releas- 
ftigihll political prisoners, including 
those charged with crimes like murder 
i?n arson. 

.'•{if Once we haveTemoved these obsta- 
Cleiiiwe will be entitled to say that the x 
situation has been normalized,” he r 


iid. 

Without elaborating on the reasons 
rfhis positive outlook, Mr.^Mandela 
iid 'that if Mr. de Klerk^could per- 
iade his governir i&Jlati anaLSaALM. to 
x’ept those conditions, “I think that 
;ry soon obstacles^ negotiation will 

* removed and that we can sit and 

ilk.” i 

Mr. Mandela spoke in Cape Town' 
iis morning at his first news confer- 
nee since being freed on Sunday after 
7*4 years in prison. 

f'(In Washington, President. Bush 
sdid. that he was not willing to lift 
^notions against South Africa now, 
but" that he was prepared to take 
other steps to show support for Presi¬ 
dent de Klerk, whom he praised as 
faf'man who is making dramatic 
Ranges.” Page All.] 

|ilh contrast to his tough address to a 
x\ ’' - 

• Continued on Page AIO, Column I 


Mandela Sees Negotiations l 
S)n Right?for Blacks Soon 
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-A continued From Page A1 * ha ^Tuesday, Mr. Mandela is sched- 

rally^fter his release on Sunday, Mu ^tlwadtosssa Setobefore finaUy 
Mandela -extended his hand ^ arriving home to what^is expected to 

South'Africa’s white mmority, sayi g a tumu i tuous reception. 

National Congress which ; The Gues ts of Archbishop 

he'represents, ^outTrywJ^ them t Su nday-night as 

thp nrosoect of an equal lne wianu n^Kopfr^Axchbishopd 


1,000 Walt In Soweto . «^T!ShionaWe sudwd m 

-* “'Whites are fellow South Africans Cape Town that supposedly is als 


^waiting automobiles that drove on d famliy for « 

■$. _____-- -* benefit of television camera crews ano l 

jthe outlook is ffigSfe 
'fmore optimistic <^ffi%SSS for having | 

‘ than that of fflj? 3SS 

: Sunda^sspeech. BSggSg^e 

SU SouthAfSPress Association % think it was originally the intern 1 

tmmzemzm 

th fiL fnr ntotmg against white rule. for e indebted to you.' 

SrS^sans jsssrrr « 
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/finistirLl&iil* IJSSJ*‘l!??. you made il impossible for 


there had been two agen- 

““ma last J u*y- , ' js** das in his talks with the Government-"' 

KWtr SJSj-JS? 1 Presjdefltde The first, he said, was the release of 

^2"Pjjj er meeting colleagues lik e Walter gjgylh '' whom 
EebTl, the eve of Mr. de Klerk fr ^ wi t iT se mi^ 
Klerk legal- political prisoners last/October. “As 
and far.,as that is concerned,i have been ne- 
vi "r/ gotiating,” Mr. Mandela said. 

W^M a ^^^4?fo«iEeopl^n^ :i Jhe second, he said, entailed talks 
• . ■ ; ;:about a meeting between the Govern- 

‘ *>ment and the African National Con- 
gress. .“There 1 have been acting 
merely as a facilitator to bring these 
£wo major political organizations to the 
“negotiating table," Mr. Mandela said. 
**%SPP eare d eager today to make 
c ear.that he had not been talking be- 
, bind the congress's back. 
4&MiyMandeIa said that “it would be 
most presumptuous for me to imagine 
•ffilfiCve had any effect on influencing 
.Government policy.” But, he subse- 
q^itly conceded, “I may have contrib- 
u^in some small way” in getting the 
MV: Can National Congress’s point oi 
view across to the Government. 

®He reiterated that he still felt bound 
Py.ithe discipline of the African Na¬ 
tional Congress, to which he has be- 
• }Sng. ed since 1944. He said he hoped to 
. go as early as possible to Zambia. 


where the congress remains in exile, tc 
dearn what the movement has plannee 
for him. "They will tell me what role 1 
should play,” he said. 

Mr. Mandela was asked how he 
reconciled his endorsement of violence 
to overthrow apartheid with Mr. de 
Klerk’s description of him on Saturday 
as being committed to peace. “There is 
no conflict between these two stated 
ments,” Mr. Mandela replied. 

The armed struggle that the African 
National Congress has waged since 
1961 was, he said, “a defensive act 
against the violence of apartheid, but 
we remain committed to peace.” In his 
first public appearance at a rally in 
Cape Town on Sunday night, Mr. Man¬ 
dela called for an increase in pressure 
on Pretoria, including armed struggle. 

There is not a single political organ¬ 
ization in the country inside and out¬ 
side Parliament which can ever com¬ 
pare to the A-.N.C. in its commitment to 
peace,” Mr. Mandela said today. 

Guarantees for Whites >' 
Mr. Mandela said he knew the coun¬ 
try’s 5 million whites wanted struc¬ 
tural guarantees in any new constitu¬ 
tion to avoid being dominated by 
blacks, who now number about 28 mil-, 
lion. i 


"The A.N.C. is very much concerned 
to address the question of the concern 
of whites over the demand of one per¬ 
son, one vote,” Mr. Mandela said in 
reply to a question. 

“We understand those feelings and 
the A.N.C, is concerned to address that 
problem, .and to find „a solution whicb. 
will suit both the blacks and the whites 
in this country,” he said. Mr. Mandela 
did not say what form a solution might 
take. 

He defended his call on Sunday for 
the continuation of Western sanction c 
against South Africa. “You must re¬ 
member that the demand in this coun¬ 
try is for a non-racial society,” he said 
“We are very far from that and it is toe. 
early for anybody to expect us to cal' 
for the lifting of sanctions.” 

Although Mr. Mandela’s remarks to¬ 
day sounded, considerably, more con- j 
ciliatory than those in his speech tc 
supporters on Sunday night, his replies | 
to several questions were unlikely tc 
please whites. Asked whether he still 
favored a redistribution of wealth, Mr 
Mandela said his views were identical 
to those of the African National Con- 
gress, which advocates the nationalize-I 
tion of mines and banks after it take* / 
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